
First Aid Requirements for Pharmacists Flowchart

For community pharmacists and those working with patients in the community in clinical roles 
e.g. MTA Pharmacists, Pharmacists in General Practice

Are you entering the pharmacy profession?

Complete First Aid training 
equivalent to

NZQA Units 6400, 6401 & 6402  

Notes

 Overseas
registered
pharmacists who
are seeking
registration in NZ
via the REQR
route, will not
need to hold a
first aid certificate
prior to
registration, but
will need to
complete training
prior to the next
APC application.

 Pharmacists who
are designated
workplace first
aid providers,
must comply with
the Ministry of
Business
Innovation and
Employment
requirements for
first aid.

Are you already 
practising 

(holding a current 
APC)?

NO

YES

Are you practising in primary care / the 
community within Domain O1 of the 

Competence Standards for the Pharmacy 
Profession 2015? (could you be called upon 

to provide first responder care in your role as 
a pharmacist?)

You may elect 
to hold first 

aid level 
appropriate to 

the requirement 
of your practice 

or your 
community’s 

needs. 

A higher level 
of first aid 

competency 
may be required 

for scope of 
practice or in 

response 
to your 

community’s 
needs (e.g. 

remote 
practice).

Do you administer 
medicines via injection (e.g. 

vaccinator)?

Complete a 
CPR refresher 
course at least 
once every 3 

years 

You must comply with 
requirements set by the 
Immunisation Advisory 

Centre Ministry of Health
see Immunisation 
Handbook online

Has it been more than 3 
years since your last 

comprehensive or 
refresher first aid course? 

Complete a 
comprehensive 
first aid course 

(NZQA Units 
6400, 6401 & 

6402)

NO

NO YES

NO YES

NO

YES

YES
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